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What is National Board 
Certification?

National Board Certification is a voluntary advanced professional certification for PreK-12 

educators that identifies teaching expertise through performance-based, peer-reviewed 

assessment. Teachers are certified based on standards set by the National Board for 

Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) National Board Certification provides teachers 

an opportunity to hone their practice, demonstrate professional knowledge, and reinforce 

their dedication to their students and their career.

The certification process is designed to collect standards-based evidence of accomplished 

practice, and on average takes 1-3 years to complete. To become a Board-certified 

teacher, eligible candidates must demonstrate advanced knowledge, skills, and practice in 

their individual certificate area by completing four components: three portfolio entries and a 

computer-based assessment.

Certification is available in 23 certificate areas spanning 16 disciplines from Pre-K through 

12th grade. GVISD will provide assistance and supports necessary to ensure high rates of 

completion and success. 2



Who is eligible to 
become a National Board 

Certified Teacher?
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“● Candidates must possess a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution. NOTE: 

Candidates for the Career and Technical Education certificates are required to hold a 

bachelor’s degree only if their state required one for their current license.

● Candidates must have completed three years of successful teaching in one or more 

early childhood, elementary, middle, or secondary school.

● Candidates must hold a valid state teaching license (or meet the licensure 

requirements established by your state for a school counselor if applying for the 

ECYA/School Counseling certificate) for each of the three years of verified employment. 

● Candidates must provide official American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 

Languages (ACTFL) certified ratings of Advanced Low or higher from ACTFL speaking 

and writing proficiency assessments if registering as a World Languages candidate.
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https://www.nbpts.or

g/wp-

content/uploads/Cer

tification-Areas-

1.pdf

https://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/Certification-Areas-1.pdf


What is required to 
become a National Board 

Certified Teacher?
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Candidates must demonstrate advanced 
knowledge, skills, and practice by 
completing 4 components:

◎ Component 1: Content Knowledge (Test)
◎ Component 2: Differentiation in Instruction 

(Portfolio-based)
◎ Component 3: Teaching Practice and Learning 

Environment (Portfolio-based)
◎ Component 4: Effective and Reflective Practitioner 

(Portfolio-based)
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How long does it take?
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Certification takes from 1-3 years.

9https://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/National-Board-Process-Overview-1.pdf

https://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/National-Board-Process-Overview-1.pdf
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How much does it cost?
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Total Cost

$475 per component + $75 registration fee
($1900 reimbursed upon successful completion 

and certification)

$1900



How long is the 
certificate valid?
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Certification is active 
for 5 years.

Completing a Maintenance of Certification 
process will extend certification.

Cost: $495 + $75 registration fee 
($495 is reimbursable)
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What’s the benefit for 
me?

6

15



Recognized Designation

Completion will earn a 
recognized designation 
on your Texas educator 
certificate. This makes 
you eligible for Texas 
Teacher Incentive 
Allotment pay.

Recognition and Increased Pay

TIA Pay

Recognized teacher 
designation generates 
anywhere from $3000 to 
$9000 per year in Incentive 
Allotment funds for the 
district, depending on 
socioeconomic status of 
students and the district’s 
rural status. The amount your 
designation generates in state 
funding will pass to you.
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Where can I get more 
information?
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National Board Certification

Let me know if you’re interested in 
pursuing National Board 

Certification!
Amy Norman -- anorman@gvisd.org
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Link to Website:

https://www.nbpts.org/national-board-certification/
mailto:anorman@gvisd.org

